To the workshop experience Noah Zacharin brings:

a lifetime of playing music, including 40 years playing the guitar;

35 years of writing songs;

nearly as many years writing and publishing poems, translation, and criticism;

6 CD’s of original music in multiple genres;

production and performance credits on another couple of dozen musical and spoken word recordings;

two years of weekly poetry workshops taught at College level in Montreal;

countless public readings of poems;

two series of summer writing workshops for pre-teens in libraries in Toronto.

numerable guest lectures to young writers from elementary school to University age, speaking about songs and poems—with emphasis on their differences and similarities—illustrating points with examples of both;

festival workshops, topics of which have included guitar styles, songwriting, and using the instrument to find a way past writing blocks.

writing workshops for pre-teens in libraries in Toronto for two summers.
Available workshops:

1) Introduction to Songwriting (ages 12+, 2-3 hours) 
part 1:

what makes a poem/a song

exposition of elements that identify a song as such:



rhythm, rhyme, form

rudimentary musical theory:

time signatures

keys, modes (major, minor a.k.a. happy, sad)

styles of music: country, blues, folk, bluegrass, jazz

part 2:

want to write a song?

what should we write about? no limits on subject matter
style, minor/major? tempo?
sing the song

Q & A
2) Getting Out Of the Hole (for experienced writers)

This workshop is designed to teach more experienced writers how to continue working and push through lulls in activity (“dry spells”). Strategies both direct and indirect are presented, with particular attention paid to an understanding of the most commonly used writing instrument—the guitar—with lateral consideration of it possibilities. 
direct approach:

different key

capo

different style

re-tune string/s:

indirect approach:

what to do when you’re not writing:


walk- rhythm of it, see something, wander with your mind


read – idea, new word


have a beer 


smell a flower


fall in/out of love


live


practice a scale


new instrument

further considerations

about working when you need to and staying out of the way when you do not



inspiration – revision

do the work – decide to carry it forward

no lazy writing. scrupulous with clichés, influences, melodic similarity

the 2 absolute rules: 

notebook by the bed, cassette recorder
3) “whatcha wanna do?” a two part workshop
another problem-buster, encouraging group building & brain-storming.

in the first half, the basic question posed is ‘whatcha wanna do?’

this is further explored with secondary questions: 

what are you working on?

what is the problem?

where have you stopped?

what do others suggest?

writers are left to experiment, explore, carry their ideas further

in the second half

how did it go?

what did you try?

what did you come up with?

how did you make your decisions?

answers to these questions can often be used by others in the group for their own current and future creative challenges.
Testimonials:

It is with great pleasure that I write this short note on behalf of Noah Zacharin. Noah performed for various music and recording technology classes at our school. He spent the greater part of the day talking about the art of song writing, performing, arranging music, the music industry and recording music.

The students responded favourably to him and to his original music. Noah is insightful, articulate and expressive. The students benefited greatly from his workshop.

Louis Lefaive

Head of Music 

Elmvale District High School, Elmvale, Ontario

(705) 322-2201

Noah Zacharin struck a very positive chord poetically & musically with my students. He has an ease and an openness about him to which the students could relate to. He combined charm and knowledge to convey the power and beauty of his art and inspired students to write in ways that they did not try before.

Endre Farkas,  

Poet, English and Creative Writing Teacher, 

John Abbott College, Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Quebec
